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FABRICS 


MARCH 2, 1942. 


HEAVY AIR 


BATTLES 


IN BURMA 


. —— 
THE Japanese air offensive has been continued in Burma and 


against Port 


by, in New Guinea, while 54 bombers oí 


a new type launched a fierce assault on the Corregidor Island 


fortress, guarding the entran to Mani 
ate Patent, ae 


positions on the 


e U.S, 


Airmen of the American volunteer group attacked Japanese 


air bases in North-Western Si ester 
were completely disabled smal neat’ pe damaged at C 
,000 troops, including paratroops, a 


mai, where over 30 
be concentrated for a drive to c 


, when seven. 


“po 
ieng- 
are said to 


ut the railway near Toungoo. 


The Japanese claim the capture of Buka Island, in the 


Solomons.— (Reuter.) 


NEW -DELHI, Tuesday.—Two Japa- 
nese bombers and one fighter were shot 
down by Allied fighters in an attack 
by a large force of Japanese ‘planes on 
one of the Allied aerodromes in Burma 
yesterday, says an Air Headquarters’ 
communiqué, Two Allied fighters were 
lost, but the pilots are safe. Some 
damage was done, but no casualties 
have been reported. 

A number of Japanese ’planes were 
destroyed or damaged in raids carried 
out by the American volunteer group 
of airmen on two Japanese-occupied 
acrodromes in Thailand early to-day. 
A communiqué says that the American 
volunteer group carried out two simul- 
taneous raids against Japanese air- 
fields. At Chiengmai 50 Japanese 
planes were surprised on the ground. 
When the attackers left there were 
seven fires on the ground and one fire 
contained three ’planes. Seven to ten 
‘planes were completely disabled and 
many others damaged. Of the raid at 
Lampun, 10 miles south-east of 
Chiengmai, no results have been re- 
ported.—(Reuter.} 

Despite the loss of Rangoon, there is 
enough equipment and material hidden 
in the mountains of Burma and China 
to keep lorries operating on the Burma 
Road for 30 or 40 months, said Dr. 
Baker, until recentiy Inspector-General 
of the Burma Road under Generai 
Chiang Kai-shek. 


NEW TYPE ’PLANES 


WASHINGTON, Tuesday. — The 
island fcrtress of Corregidor, at the 
entrance to Manila Bay, and U.S, 
positions at Bataan were heavily 
bombed this morning by 54 Japanese 
heavy bombers of a new type. 

The War Department communiqué 
savys:—‘* The damage inflicted to our 
military installations was cf slight 
consequence. At least three enemy 
aeroplanes were shot down by our 
anti-aircraft artillery. Several sharp 
encounters occurred in Bataan between 
hostile grcund forces. Our artillery 
laid down concentrated fire on the 
enemy positions. 
believed to be considerable. 
casualties are slight. 

“Fifteen PJapanese ‘planes were 
destroyed and six damaged in a raid 
by U.S. ‘planes on Lae, in New 
Guinea, on Sunday. In the Philippines 
U.S. troops have successfully attacked 
a Japanese motorised column in 
Mindanao, inflicting heavy losses: on 
the enemy.’’—(Reuter.) 


JAPANESE FLEET 


radio, quoting a Shanghai 
report, said that a large Japanese 
squadron had been sighted off the 
Island of Luzon, in the Philippines, 
steaming in the direction of Papua. 
— (Reuter.) 

A report broadcast by Vichy radio 
stated that the Australians had 
launched an attack against Japanese 
trocps in New Guinea, and fighting 
was now going on. — (Associated 
Press.) 

Remnants of an Allied army, with 
some 200 lorries, occupy a village 
about 60 miles west of Medan, m 
Sumatra, from where they are carryin 
on guerrilla warfare, a Domei Eag 
says. Japanese forces are stated to be 
closing in on them from east and 
west.— (Reuter. ) 


NEW ZEALAND READY 


NEW YORK, Tuesday.—Hundreds 
of Home Guards, mounted riflemen 
and potential guerrilla fighters have 
been organised in groups, and are 
now on duty in New Zealand, 
Australian Radio says. They are all 
good crack shots and can live off the 
country and move independently of 
roads and bridges.— (Reuter. ) 


“SIXTH COLUMN ” 


W ASHINGTON, Tuesday.—President 
Roosevelt warned the American people 
of the dangers of a “ sixth column.” 
This he defined as comprised of people 
who carry out the work devised by te 
‘ fifth column.” There would not be 
a successful fifth column unless it had 
a vehicle to distribute its poison, he 
said. The sixth column included news- 
papers, radio and cocktail parties.— 
(Reuter. ) 

President Roosevelt reiterated his 
opposition to altering the forty-hour 
work week on grounds that it would 
reduce the average of pay, and said 
that he believed part of the campaign 
against the forty-hour week was 
organised. He would not say to what 
extent he thought this campaign was 
organised, but to suggestions that a 
forty-eight-hour week be inaugurated, 
with time and a half being paid for 
all hours in excess of that figure his 
opposition was definite. Americans = 
not want to uce pay envelo or 
the average sec and. he did not 
think there should be any increase in 
pay in the high salary brackets.— (The 
Associated Press. ) : 


Our own 


Rume 


U.S. DESTROYERS PRESUMED 
LOST 


WASHINGTON, Tuesday. — Two 
United States detioyers Fill bury and 
Edsall—are presumed lost, states the 
Navy Department. Both are thought 
to have lost in the vicinity of 
Java.—(Reuter. ) 


PRISONERS ESCAPE FROM 
INTERNMENT  — ., 


Japanese losses are. 


HEAVY ATTACK ON 
BRITISH CONVOY 
ITALIAN BATTLESHIP 

HIT BY TORPEDO 


A BRITISH Admiralty com- 
muniqué issued last night 
describes Italian naval and Air 
Force attacks on a convoy in the 
Mediterranean carrying supplies to 
Malta. While full details have not 
yet been received, the communiqué 
states that the Axis claim that 
British warships were sunk during 
the attacks are without foundation, 
but admits that one merchant ship 
was sunk by air attack. “The com- 
muniqué claims that one Italian 
battleship was hit by at least one 
torpedo. The communiqué is as 
follows :— 

“Naval operations concerned with 
the passage of a convoy to Malta have 
been in progress in the Mediterranean 
during the past few days. On the 
afternoon of Sunday, March 22, pait 
of our forces, under the command of 
Rear-Admiral P. TL. Vian, D.8.0., 
R.N., which were covering the passage 
of the convoy, made contact with a 
force of Italian cruisers, the intention 
of which was clearly to intercept and 
destroy the convoy. Admiral Vian’s 
forces at once engaged the enemy. 
Details of this action have not yet 
been received, but it is known that the 
enemy was driven off without damage 
to our ships. 

“‘Later the same afternoon Italian 
naval forces made a further attempt to 
break through our covering fofees and 
destroy the convoy. This time the 
Italian forces included at least one 
battleship. From the short reports so 
far received, it appears that our forces 
carried out a most gallant and deter- 
mined .dayligh 
strong enemy forces, and one Italian 
battleship was seen to be hit by at 
least one torpedo. | 

“ After. this the enemy ships. with- 
drew, and there was no farther attempt 
on the part of the Italian naval forces 
to interfere with the passage of our 
convoy. 

“The arrival of the convey at Malta 
was delayed by a sudden and fierce 
gale which sprang up, thus giving the 
enemy air forces an opportunity to 
carry out a series of heavy air attacks 
on the convov during Monday, 23rd 
March. The most that the enemy 
could do, however, did not prevent 

impertant supplies reaching 


MOTORISTS MAY SAVE 
TAXI-MEN 


Dublin taxi-cab owners—‘ essential 
services” according to the Minister 
for Supplies—are wondering whether 
private motorists will step in and save 
them from ruin in the tyre famine. 
Taxi tyres are wearing out. Hard hit 
since the petrol shortage began, owners 
have not been able to afford to buy in 
old cars at high prices and strip the 
tyres from them. Many private 
motorists have done this, and have 
built up reserve sets, which will be 
useless when private motoring ceases 
from April 30th. 

Mr. W. J. Wilson, Secretary of the 
Irish ‘Taxi and Hackney Owners’ Asso- 
ciation, said last night to the /rish 
Times: “If motorists will help out 
cur men with tyres from the end of 
April the situation will be saved. Late 
emergency calls, sick calls, and the 
carrying of invalids—apart from 
dances, race meetings, ctc., will de- 
finitely make our service ‘essential ’ 
from that date. It would be a grand 
gesture.” 


GUARANTEED LOANS 
EMERGENCY POWERS ORDER 


An Emergency Powers Order made 
on March 18 by the Government and 
laid on the table ot the Oireachtas 
esterday authorises the Minister for 

inance to guarantee the payment of 

rincipal and interest in ray amh of 

rrowing which may be undertaken 
by bodies which have been established 
mainly in connection with the pro- 
vision of supplies. The total sum 
which. the Minister may guarantee is 
£5,750,000, and is made up as 
follows :— 

Irish Shipping, ni : £2,000,000 

Tea Importers ire), 

so 2,000,000 


1,250,000 


An annual statement will be’ laid 
before the Dail by the Minister setting 
out repayments made each year while 
any of the loans are outstanding. 
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neral view of the Orthopedic Hospital. See also Page 2. 


Army Estimates 


DAIL REFUSED 


B EFORE the introduction of an estimate of £8,942,052 for 

the Army for the financial year 1942-43, in the Dail yes- 
terday, Mr. Dillon suggested that the debate on the estimate 
should not be held in public, and asked the Government to 


have a private session, as it would be manifestly unfair to 
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FREEDOM MUST BE 
OUR WATCHWORD 


MAHARAJAH ON CRIPPS 
MISSION 


EW DELHI, Tuesday. —Sir 
Stafford Cripps will begin his 
discussions with Indian political 
leaders to-morrow. For the second 
day in succession he attended the 
meeting of the Viceroy’s Executive 
Council this evening. i 
Earlier in the day he met Sir 
Maurice Dwyer, ¥ederal Chief Justice 
of India, and the Governors of the 
North-West Frontier Province, the 
United Provinces, Madras, Bombay 
and Bengal. Sir Stafford saw General 
Sir Archibald Wavell, Commander-in- 
Chief in India, last evening. —(Reuter.) 
JAMMU, KASHMIR, Tuesday.— 
“Unless the proposals entrusted to Sit 
Stafford Cripps are fundamentally 
adverse to the interests of the Indian 
States—and this ig unthinkable—there 
is no reason why there should not be 
ample common ground between the 
States and the rest of India,” said the 
Maharajah of Kashmi:. ‘‘ Freedom 
must be our .vatchword — freedom 
from crippling restrictions and strang- 
ling control; freedom from the sub- 
ordination of India’s interests to the 
interests of other parts of the Common- 
wealth. 

“ In promising their support of the 
proposals brought by Sir Stafford 
Cripps, the Chamber of Princes added 
the proviso that their support would 
be without prejudice to the rights of 
individual States to lay their case 
before him, and generally without 
prejudice to the inherent rights of 
States in the India of to-morrow.’’— 
(Reuter. ) 

NEW DELHI, Tuesday. — Sir 
Stafford Cripps’s statement to the 
Press has clarified a number of points 
which have been in doubt since Mr. 
Churchill first announced the mission. 
Points emerging from his talks with 
journalists are:—“‘1—The _ British 
Government’s proposals are such as-to 
command the support of Conservatives 
and Radicals alike. 2—Sir Stafford 
will not attempt to pledse all, but will 
strive to secure the support of the 
Et interests concerned. 

espite his Congress friends, he has 
an open mind, and is aware of the 
‘deep anxieties which undoubtedly 
exist among the Muslims and other 
communities.” 4=-Above all, he is 
highly hopeful that the scheme will 
be acceptable to Indian leadership.”’ 

Sir Stafford gave an assurance that 
the British proposals will give effect 
to the Government’s past promises of 
self-government for the Indian peoples. 
As regards Hindus and Muslims, they 
will seek to produce an immediate 
adjustment, equitable and statesman- 
like, at the same time leaving a long- 


Indians themselves at the end of the 
war. 

Maulana Abul Kalaim Azad, Con- 
gress Party President was to-day on 
his way to New Delhi in response to 
an urgent call.—(Associated Press.) 


CREDIT FOR FARMERS 


MR. COUNAHAN’S SCHEME 
TO BE CONSIDERED 


A scheme under which credit could 
be afforded to small farmers to enable 
them to develop production on their 
holdings is being considered by the 
Minister for Finance, Mr. 5. T. 
O'Kelly. 
After representations by Mr. Counahan 
in the Senate yesterday, Mr. O'Kelly 
promised to give a scheme which Mr. 
Counahan has submitted to him the 
most, sympathetic consideration. 
Mr. Counahan’s scheme, which has 
been in existence for a considerable 
time, envisages the farmers who had 
their annuities halved reverting to the 
full annuity payment, and receiving in 
return State bonds to the value of half 
the annuities, taken out in the form of 
a capital grant, and being able to use 
these bonds as security for credit from 
the banks. The scheme is somewhat 
on all fours with that more or less 
openly advocated in England—that *he 
State should step into the shoes of ie 
owners of the land and buy them cut, 
and that farmers who are tenants to 
private landlords should become tenants 
te the State, which would undertake 
long-term. capital development, in re- 
turn for which the farmer would pay 
an appropriate rent, while the State 
would be able to prune out the deficient 
farmers. aves 

Professor J. Johnston, Trinity 
College, expressed the view last night 
that the scheme was a oe in the 
right direction, but said that he should 
like to see the State, through the 
Land © Commission, inviting « the 
farmer who needed capital to become, 
instead of a tenant-purchaser, a lease- 
holding tenant from the Land Com- 
mission, and receive the equivalent of 
his good-will in the land in the form 
of Land Bonds. If he did not want 
to use them, he could set off the 
interest produced against additional 
rent that he would have to pay. In 
cases approved by the Land Com- 
mission, and, perhaps, through facili- 
ties offered by the new Central Bank, 
the farmer could have released to him 
for his private use a certain percentage 
of those bonds, on the strength of 
which he could borrow from the bank. 

Mr. -Counahan also asked the 
Minister to call a conference of farmers, 
bankers, the Land Commission and 
the Department of Finance to con- 
sider the scheme. 


The members of the —urrenc, Com- 
mission nominated the banks are 


{awe A. 3. Campbell, I. J. Milles 
and Sir George Murphy. Mr, F. 
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FEWER ’BUS 
SERVICES 
FOR CITIES 


FURTHER curtailment in 

public transport—notably in 
Dublin, Cork, Limerick, Water- 
ford, and other big centres—is 
coming, writes a Special Corre- 
spondent. 

So far as Dublin is concerned, it is 
anticipated that a re-shuffle of the 
‘bus time-table will be announced 
simultaneously with the adoption of 
a general scheme of ‘‘ staggered ”’ 
hours for shops, schools and con- 
cerns with a large payroll. 

Many ‘buses which at present operate 

‘in between the peak meal-time 
hours will, it is considered, be 
lopped off, and it is possible that 
shortly the last ‘buses will leave 
the city an hour earlier—at 
10 p.m., instead of 11 p.m. 

The -necessity for an all-round reduc- 
tion has been brought about by 
the stringent~fuel position, Imports 
of both petrol and fuel oil have 
—as already  announced—been 
seriously reduced., Transport com- 
panies are working on a small 
reserve of fuel, and the need of 
drastic reduction in the present 
rate of consumption is imperative. 

Changes in long-distance ‘bus time- 
tables also are anticipated. 


TYRE PRICES FIXED 


An Order has been made 
by the Minister for Supplies 
fixing maximum prices for 
tyres and tubes. See the 
announcement in advertising 
columns. 


AIR RAIDS ON NORTHERN 
FRANCE 


GERMANS .CLAIM . EIGHT. 
SPITFIRES 


Royal Air Force bombers, escorted 
by fighters, yesterday afternoon 
attacked objectives in Northern France. 
All the bombers returned safely, but 
further reports of the operation are not 
yet available.—(Press Association. ) 

A German High Command report, 
issued by the German News Agency, 
claimed that eight Spitfires had been 
shot down.— (Reuter. ) 

The British Air Ministry last night 
stated :—' Royal Air Force bombers, 
escorted by fighters, yesterday after- 
noon attacked a power station at 
Comines and other objectives in Nor- 
thern France. Two enemy fighters 
were destroyed by the fighter escort. 


term solution to be decided by the $ Seven of our fighters are missing.” 


The British Air Ministry last night 
stated :— 

““A second aircraft was destroyed 
over this country last night. Other- 
wise there is nothing to report.”’ 

Raiding planes last night flew over 
the south coast of Beatend and 
dropped bombs on the outskirts of a 
town, causing neither damage nor 
casualties. 


PATROLS BUSY IN LIBYA 
BOMBING OF MARTUBA 


‘‘There was some enemy movement 
in the area south of Tmimi on Mon- 
day,” said yesterday’s British com- 
muniqué from Cairo. ‘Our patrols 
were active in spite of sheiling,. «nd 
captured some enemy vehicles. Enemy 
‘air activity was slight, and our troops 
suffered no damage or casualties.”’ 

The Royal Air Force communiqué 
said "the enemy landing-ground of 
Martuba was again attacked by our 
bombers on i mriim March 2órd. 
Messerschmitt 109s which attempted 
interception were successfully attacked 
by Kittyhawks, which destroyed two 
of the enemy aircraft. 

““ On Monday, March 23rd, during 
an attack on our shipping in the 
Mediterranean, Hurricanes and - Spit- 
fires shot down three enemy bombers, 
in addition to damaging many others, 
Three of our áiséiáií are missing. — 
(Press Association.) 


ESCAPE OF A PRISONER 


Mr. J. M. Dillon (Ind., Monaghan), 
asked the Minister for Co-ordination of 
Defensive Measures in the Dail yester- 
day if he could state whether the 
Censor held up for four days, or for 
any period, the publication of the news 
of the escape and the description of 
the German parachutist from Mount- 
joy; and, if so, whether the Minister 
for Justice was consulted as to the 
expediency of this course before its 
adoption. i 

Mr. Aiken said the answer to the 
first part oí the guestion was “ Yes.” 
As to the second part, the Minister 
for Justice was not consulted per- 
sonally, but the usual procednre of 
consulting departments affected was 
followed in this case. 


DUBLIN MILK PRICES 


The Dublin Milk Vendors’ Associa- 
tion wants the Minister for Agriculture 
to withdraw recognition from people 
who’ carry on both a wholesale and a 
retail trade in milk. 

At a meeting of the Association it 
was stated that these traders numbered 
about 30, while there were 1,600 other 
traders handling smaller quantities in- 
dividually. The retail wholesaler was 
allowed to purchase milk at 1s. 53d. a 
gallon, which the smaller tr 
regarded as unfair, since they had to 
compete with the large dealer. It was 

that many retailers were being 

driven out of business because of un- 
fair competition. It was decided to 
‘ask the Government to discontinue the 
levy on milk retailers, as the present 
level of the fund twould enable this to 
Hh | 
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In reply to Mr. McMenamin (F.Ó., 
Donegal), in the Dail yesterday, the 
Mini for Defence (Mr. O. an age 

a 


said that there were no Ministers 


no Parliamentary Secretaries in receipt 
of military service pensiohs. | 


SOVIET GAINS ON |COMMUNAL 


ALL FRONTS 


RZHEV-VYAZMA SALIENT 
THREATENED 


RAoscow, Tuesday.—Fresh Red 
Army -successes near Rzhev, 
virtually -encircled northern ex- 
tremity of the German position .on 
the central front, and in the 
neighbourhood of Vyasma indicate 
the growing strength of the move- 
ment against the salient dependent 
on the holding of these towns. 

In the Rzhev area a Soviet division 
drove the Germans from two strongly 
fortified points after a close-range 
battie. 

At Vyazma, threatened by the nor- 
thern and southern wings of General 
Zhukov’s armies as they continue their 
steady movement towards a junction 
to the west across the Smolensk high- 
way and by the columns which have 
by-passed Gzhatsk to the east, 19 
fortified localities have been regained 
in the last ten days. 

Official Russian reports. disclose no 
major change in the front, but other 
despatches from the fighting line re- 
port headway in the battle that is 
being waged through the forests and 
frozen marshes south of Lake Ilmen 
and on other important sectors. 

Around Staraya Russa the German 
High Command ig continuing its efforts 
to break through the ring encircling 
the 16th Army. Tanks, guns and 
‘planes have been flung without avail 
into a series of counter-attacks. 

On the Kalinin front—almost a mis- 
nomer to-day, because the Russians. 
have advanced on a wide front, 175 
miles to the west of the city itself, and 
have driven as deep to the south-west 
to outflank Smolensk from the north— 
a German. attempt to mount a large- 
scale counter-offensive, has been 
countered at the outset. The Germans 
in that attempt threw in fresh reserves 
and employed an infantry division and 
50 tanks in one battle, lebting several 
days. 

Further steady progress-is. reported 
from the south-western front, and in 
the Kerch Peninsula, where Russian 
war factories again are humming, Red 
Army attacks continue. — (Press 
Association and Reuter. ) 

MOS CO W, Tuesday. — Soviet 
guerillas in the Orel region, south-west 
of Moscow, have accounted for 257 
German officers and over 4,000 men in 
a short period, says a front line 
despatch quoted by Moscow Radio. 
They also destroyed 340 lorries with 
troops and war material, 33 tanks and 
armoured cars, and 29 ‘planes, and 
derailed 16 railway trains, including 
four with tanks and aeroplanes.— 
(Reuter. ) 


GERMAN REPORTS 

BERLIN, Tuesday.—German Radio 
has claimed that a German counter- 
attack in a sector of the Donetz front 
has regained territory which had been 
temporarily lost. It also said that east 
of Kharkov a village had been re- 
captured. Heavy fighting continued 
in both these areas, and also on the 
Kerch Peninsula.—( Associated Press. ) 

A German High Command report 
er by the German News Agenc 
claims that Russian attacks wit 
artillery support south-east of Lake 
Ilmen on > ae were all repulsed. 
““Far into the night” the Russian on- 
slaughts continued, it was said. Bomb- 
ing of Soviet supply columns was 
described as “ particularly successful,” 
one surprise dive-bomb attack account- 
ing for more than 160 troop-carrying 
lorries. —({ Reuter. ) 


SOVIET COMMUNIQUE 

MOSCOW, ‘Tuesday.—The Soviet 
communiqué says: No material changes 
took place on the front to-day. A U- 
boat has been sunk in the Barents .Sea. 

A special announcement from the 
Soviet Information’ Bureau says that 
between March 9 and 22, over 16,000 
Germans have been killed on the Lenin- 
grad front. The booty included 68 
guns, 90.mortars and 424 machine- 
guns.—(Reuter.) 


CLOTHES RATIONING 
NOT NECESSARY FOR 
PRESENT 


There is no necessity for the ration- 
ing of clothes. 
eplying to a shareholder at the 
annual meeting in Dublin yesterday of 
Switzer and Co., Ltd., the managing 
director, Mr. J. H. McQuiston, said 
that he saw no necessity at the moment 
for the rationing of _ clothing. 
Definitely, rationing of clothing would 
affect the company, but not as. badly 
as similar rationing had affected 
business. in Britain, In Britain clothes 
rationing had been introduced so that 
money should not. be spent. on such, 
but. given to the Government. Here 
rationing, when introduced, would be 
for necessity. . | 


WIDER POWERS FOR 
COMMISSIONER 


The Minister for Local Government 
and: Public Health, Mr. . Sean 
‘MacEntee, has authorised Mr. D. J. 
O’Donovan, Commissioner for Dublin 
County, to take whatever steps 
necessary to remedy deficiencies in the 
rate collection service, or in any other 
department. of his staff, ‘and has 
assured him of his fullest support in 
every measure he saw fit to aks. The 
authority is contained in a letter of 
congratulation which he sent to Mr. 
O'Donovan on the completion of his 
first six months in office. 


RADIO EIREANN VACANCY 
The Minister for Posts and Tele- 
hs (Mr. LITTLE), in reply to Mr. 
E. O'Neill (F.G.), in the Dail yester- 
day, said it was the intention to fill 
the vacant musical directorship . of 
Radio Eireann, and the whole matter 
was under very careful consideration. 
In making the appointment the interests 
of the national language will receive 
every consideration, but musical com- 
peleney must, of course, be the 
minating factor. 


KITCHENS 
—Mr. O'Kelly s View 


6¢ HERE is no hunger in the 

country, and the Govern- 

ment will spend any money 
so that people cannot truthfully say 
they are hungry,” declared Mr. 8. 
O’Kelly, Minister for Finance, in the 
Senate yesterday, when he spoke of 
people who were making a clamour for 
communal kitchens, 

“Why.” he asked, “should there be 
all the clamour for communal kitchens, 
for which there is not a demand from 
the people concerned.”” 

The Minister said that the St. John 
Ambulance Brigade had a kitchen 
capable of supplying large numbers 
daily, but the people were not going 
to it. ‘‘There is a small, vigorous 
body to the Left of the Labour Party 
clamouring and making a noise, and 
trying to sabotage everything, but who 
have not the moral courage to stand 
up and speak for themselves. If there 
was a demand for hot meals in a real 
emergency, the Government would see 
that the people were fed, wherever the 
food and the money came from. It is 
not the people who are going around 
making a noise who will be there to 
help in an emergency. 

Speaking of a National Government, 
Mr. O'Kelly said that he had no hope 
that its formation would be of any 
help to the country in present circum- 
stances. The Government could not 
be run without unity of ideals and 
objectives, and he did not see how 
they would get that in an all-party 
Government under present conditions. 
He thought that the statement made 
by Mr. tare: in the Dail on 29th 
January last ruled out any possibilit 
of consideration being given to an ali- 
party Government under present con- 
ditions. On that occasion Mr. Cosgrave 
had said that in his view. an Order 
such as Emergency Powers 83 Order 
should not be in the hands of any but 
a National Government, and a National 
Government in this country. was an 
impossibility if for no other reason 
than the existence.of the head of the 
Government at the present moment. 

Mr. O’Kelly said that whatever 
criticism might be made of Mr. de 
Valera’s language and sentiments, he 
had brought more honour, glory, 
credit and renown to the leadership of 
the country than any man since 
Parnell. 

Commenting on the observations of 
the Minister on communal kitchens, 
Mr. J. G. Douglas said that there 
were some very sincere social workers 
of an excellent type who had openly 
advocated the ‘ttchens, and they 
thought that they were doing right. 
They were not acting as a Left Wing 
of the Labour Party or of any party, 
and some of them might feel hurt at 
the Minister’s criticism. ‘“'t know,” 
said Mr. Douglas, “that the Jrish 
Times has been advocating the use of 
kitchens, but I am not an advocate for 
the /rish Times, and I do not a bit 
mind anyone accusing the /rish Times 
of being the Left Wing of the Labour 
Party.” 


SHORTAGE OF 
NEWSPRINT 


SENATOR ASKS FOR 
SHIPPING SPACE 


Within three to six months, in the 
absence of supplies of newsprint, the 
country will be left without a daily 
newspaper, and considerable numbers 
of workers will be unemployed. 

This was revealed in the Senate yes- 
terday by Mr. Sean Campbell, who, 
asking the Minister for Finance to use 
his influence with the Government in 
order to secure shipping space for 
newsprint, said that the position of the 
newspaper industry was very serious. 
If the Government he said, could 
obtain space for newsprint it would 
save many thousands of people from 
unemployment. The present indications 
were that in from three to six months, 
unless there was a change in the situa- 
tion through the allocation of shipping 
s for newsprint from America or 

anada, the country would be without 
newspapers nee i 

“This state of things inevitably will 
occur,” he said, ‘‘ notwithstanding the 
reduction in the quantity of paper now 
being used. Even if further reduction 
in the size of the newspapers was 
effected the savirtg would only stave 
off the evil day.” 

Mr. Campbell mentioned that a con- 
ference had taken place yesterday. be- 
tween the Department of Supplies and 
the Newspaper Managers, but, the 
workers not having been brought in, 
he was unaware of what was happen- 
ing. ‘*I know,” he said, “that the 
proprietors of one newspaper have 
called their staff together and intimated 
that by. the end of June the paper 
would be closed down for lack of news- 
print.’”” Newspaper workers were 'per- 
turbed at the prospect- facing them, 
and, as Chairman of the Hanne 
Trades Group. which included jour- 
nalists, printers and other technically 
qualified people in the industry, he 
_knew how deep was their concern. 
Newspaper workers were highly skilled, 
and unfitted for practically. any other 
class of work, and, apart from the 
thousands of people affected, the 
absence of newspapers ‘would have a 
serious effect on the moral of the 
country. He appealed to the Minister 
to impress on the Government the 
urgency of the situation in a vital 
industry. One of the reasons why 
space was-not available for newsprint 
and other raw materials was the 
failure of the country to provide for 
Ahe people, and people convicted of 
black marketing should be sent to 
prison for a number of years. 


BRITISH SOLDIERS KILLED 
IN ACCIDENT 


Two British soldiers, Private Wallace 


Mason, of Kettering, Northampton 
and Private Alexander C. Maple of 
Highantacis, Northampton, were killed 

ger gga Rón án accident in a 
North of Ireland military centre on. 
Monday night. | ) 


discuss it in public. 


Both Mr. Traynor, Minister for Defence, and Mr. Lemass, 
Minister for Supplies, told him that it was not proposed to have 


a secret session, and at a later stage the Speaker point 


out 


that only a member of the Government could move a motion of 


that kind in the House. 


When Mr. Traynor had introduced the estimate Mr. Cos- 
grave said he was utterly dissatisfied with the sum of money in- 
volved, and the value the country was getting for it. 


“UNIQUE IN THE 
WORLD ” 


MINISTER’S VIEW OF 
IRISH LABOUR PARTY 


C} the second reading ip the Dail 
yesterday of the Electricity 
Supply Board (Superannuation) 
Bill, which was carried by 54 to 
28 votes, Mr. LEMASS (Minister 
for Industry and Corhmerce) said 
that, under the bill, manual workers 
of the Board would be given the 
option of joining the scheme, but 
on joining would have to sign a con- 
tract waiving his right to withdraw 
his labour and agreeing to submit 
disputes with the Board to an arbi- 
tration tribunal, and to abide by 
the tribunal’s ruling. In their 
opposition to compulsory arbitration 
the Irish Labour Party were unique 
in the world. 

Mr. .P. MoGILLIGAN (F.G., N.W. 
Dublin), said that there was no need 
for this bill, The Government wanted 
to “ get their hooks” into the E.S.B. 
and bring it under Government control. 

Mr. WILLIAM NORTON (Labour, 
Carlow-Kildare) said that the purpose 
of the bill was to take away from the 
Board certain powers. It was meeting 
with considerable opposition from the 
people whom it was intended to benefit. 
It was an effort to stifle trade union 
organisation among the staffs of the 
E.S.B. 


MINISTER’S REPLY 

Mr. LEMASS, replying, said that 
there was no move by the Government 
to restrict the Board’s freedom of 
action in matters that were entirely in 
its own domain. The bill would make 
it obligatory on the Board to prepare 
a pension scheme. Similar schemes 
would operate in other companies in 
the course of social development. The 
precedent established would be capable 
of application in other companies, such 
as public utility companies and large 
industfial” concerns.” “Tf “the standard 
were set too high it might be a source 
of considerable trouble in public ser- 
vices and other undertakings. He 
considered that the Board had set up 
altogether too high a wage standard. 
The Board was likely to be unduly 
generous, because they had not the 
check that ordinary industrial em- 
ployers would have. 

If it were shown that a real hardship 
was being inflicted on the manual 
workers he would be prepared to take 
a more lenient view.- It was his inten- 
tion to have an impartial tribunal. If 
Deputies did not want the bill he was 
quite prepared to pat it back until 
after the war. In his view this would 
not be in the interests of the employes 
of the E.S.B. 


NEW BILLS 

The following bills were introduced: 

County Management Bill, to extend 
the 1940 Act in certain 
Building Societies Bill, to extend and 
amerd existing iaw. 

Mr. LEMASS, moving the money 
resolution in regard to the Insurance 
(Intermittent Unemployment) Bill, said 
that the expenses to fall on the State 
would be about £10,000 a year. 

The Committee stage of the bill was 
passed. 


respects ;- 


When the order of business was 
mentioned, Mr. DILLON  (Indpt., 
Monaghan) asked if the Army estimate 
was to be discussed in public Had 
the estimate been considered by the 
Defence Council, and did the Govern- 
ment consider holding the debate in 
secret sessicn? 

Mr. OSCAR TRAYNOR, Minister 
for Defence, said that the Defence 
Council had discussed the question of 
the Army estimate and the practice 
adopted fast year would be followed— 
the estimates. would be discussed in 
the Daii. 

Mr. DILLON—Is it proposed to dis- 
cuss the Army estimates in public? 

Mr. TRAYNOR—It is proposed to 


take it exactly in the same way as last 


year. 

Mr. DILLON pressed the Goveriiment 
to consider the desire to have a private 
session for the purpose, as it was 
manifestly inexpedient to discuss the 
estimate in public. 

Mr. LEMASS—It is not proposed to 
discuss it in secret. 

Later in the day, before Mr. Oscar 
Traynor, Minister for Defence, intro- 
dnuced the Army estimate, the 
SPEAKER said that earlier in 
the day reference had been 
made to the question of a secret 
session to discuss the Army estimate. 
According to Standing Order No. 72, 
only a member of the Government 
could move such a motion. Accord- 
ingly a motion of that kind could not 
be accepted from a private deputy. 

Mr. TRAYNOR then introduced an 
estimate of £8,942,052 for the Army 
for the financial year, 1942-43. The 
Government, he said, had decided that 
it would not be in the public interest 
to publish the manifold details of the 
estimate. The control of the Depart- 
ment of Finance remained intact over 
all expenditure. During the past year 
any infringement of regulations or any 
neghgence. default or waste had been 
punished and stopped. The strength 
of the Army at present was about the 
same figure as this time last year. 

The fact of the matter was that a 
very large number of men were still 
required to complete war establish- 
ment. The response to the appeal for 
more recruits had not been all that 
it should be. An appeal was, there- 
fore, made to each individual member 


| of the House.to bring before the youth 


of their constituencies the vital need 
of the Army for more recruits and 
their «uty to fill the gap in the Forces. 


WELL-FED ARMY 

Young men of the agricultural com- 
munity could now join the Army and 
et leave to go home and work on the 
Bail Men in certain trades and pro- 
fessions were able to go back to their 
work. Their soldiers were better fed, 
clothed and housed than many..armies 
in Europe. Discipline and moral 
were satisfactory and health was 
excellent. There had been a steady in- 
crease in the flow of equipment, and 
it was hoped that the present trickle 
would develop into a steady flow. The 
hoped to make the L.D.F. a self- 
contained replica of the Army. If the 
flow of equipment and recruits in- 
creased beyond expectations, they 
might have to face a supplementary 
estimate. 

Mr. COSGRAVE (F.G., Cork) said 
that the estimate was far beyond the 
resources of the people. There had 
been a request for a private session to 
discuss it, which he had first heard 
that afternoon. He was utterly and 
entirely dissatisfied with the sum of 
money involved, and the value the 
country was getting for it. 

Progress was reported, and the Dail 
adjourned until 3 p.m. to-day. 
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